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LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Term
BSA
CDFW
CNDDB
CNPS
CNPSEI
CRPR
GPS
HCP
MBTA
NCCP
SF
SSAR
SSC
USFWS
USGS

Definition

Biological Survey Area

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database

California Native Plant Society

California Native Plant Society Electronic Inventory
California Rare Plant Rank

Global Positioning System

Habitat Conservation Plan

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Natural Community Conservation Plan

Square Foot/Feet

Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles
Species of Special Concern

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Geological Survey
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Checklist of North American Birds (Chesser et al. 2021), and the Revised Checklist of North American
Mammals North of Mexico (Bradley et al. 2014).

3.3 Jurisdictional Waters

The Project site was assessed for jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. and Waters of the State. The field survey
was conducted by walking the BSA to determine the location and extent of potential jurisdictional waters
within the Project site. All drainage features were evaluated for jurisdictional indicators. If present, the
jurisdictional limits were recorded in the field using a GPS unit with sub-meter accuracy (Eos Arrow 100).
Existing conditions were recorded, and site photographs were taken.

3.4 Orange County Natural Community Conservation Plan and Habitat
Conservation Plan, Central and Coastal Subregion

The Natural Community Conservation Act, which can be found in California Fish and Game Code Sections
2800- 2840, authorizes the preparation of Natural Community Conservation Plans (NCCP) and Habitat
Conservation Plans (HCP) to protect natural communities and species while allowing for a reasonable
amount of development. The Orange County NCCP/HCP, which was reviewed and approved by CDFW (at
that time, California Department of Fish and Game) and USFWS in 1996, addresses the protection and
management of coastal sage scrub habitat and coastal sage scrub-obligate species, as well as other
covered habitats and species, and mitigates anticipated impacts on those habitats. The City of Laguna
Niguel is not a participating entity of the NCCP/HCP.

3.5 City of Laguna Niguel Municipal Code

Section 9-1-92.3 of the City’s Municipal Code provides local regulations for landscaping requirements and
tree preservation. Subsections A through G discuss requirements for project landscaping including, but
not limited to, overall landscaping design, landscaping for Project street frontage, landscaping for Project
boundaries, and landscaping for Project interiors. Subsection H discusses tree preservation, which requires
new projects to preserve the existing trees to the extent possible and include measures to protect existing
trees before and after construction. In addition, if the decision-making authority determines that
significant existing trees cannot be saved, they may require replacement with new specimen-size trees
having a cumulative trunk diameter of up to two times the cumulative trunk diameter of the trees to be

removed.
4.0 RESULTS
4.1 Biological Results

The biological resources assessment was conducted on May 11, 2022, by ECORP biologist Carley
Lancaster. Summarized below are the results of the literature review and field surveys, including site
characteristics, vegetation communities, special-status species, critical habitat, and jurisdictional waters.
Weather conditions during the biological resources assessment are summarized in Table 1.
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41.3 Critical Habitat

The Project site is not located within USFWS-designated critical habitat for any federally listed species.

41.4 Jurisdictional Waters

Jurisdictional waters were not observed within the Project site during the biological resources assessment
survey; therefore, an aquatic resources delineation was not performed. A riparian corridor was observed
within the BSA approximately 220 feet northwest of the Project site; however, Project activities are not
anticipated to have any impact on this aquatic resource.

4.1.5 Orange County NCCP/HCP, Central and Coastal Region

The Project site contains nonnative vegetation cover. Wildlife and plant species protected under the
Orange County NCCP/HCP were not observed within the Project site during the biological resources
assessment. In addition, the City of Laguna Niguel is not a participating entity of the NCCP/HCP.

4.1.6 City of Laguna Niguel Municipal Code

While native habitat communities were not observed within the Project site during the biological
resources assessment, much of the Project site has landscaping vegetation and ornamental tree species
present that may be protected under Section 9-1-92.3, Subsections A through H of the City of Laguna
Niguel Municipal Code.

4.1.7 Nesting Bird Species

Multiple migratory bird species that have the potential to nest within the Project site and/or the 500-foot
buffer were observed during the biological resources assessment. There were no nests discovered during
the biological resources assessment; however, the buildings, structures, and landscape vegetation provide
suitable nesting substrate for multiple species of songbirds and raptors.

5.0 SUMMARY

The Project site does not support any native habitat communities and was characterized as developed,
disturbed, or landscaped. A riparian corridor that supports native habitat was observed approximately 220
feet to the northwest of the Project site adjacent to Crown Valley Parkway. All of the special-status plant
species that were returned during the literature review are presumed to be absent due to lack of suitable
habitat within the Project site, the Project site being outside the known elevation range for that species,
and/or the species not being observed during the biological resources assessment survey. Of the 58
special-status wildlife species returned during the literature review, 53 were presumed to be absent, three
were determined to have a moderate potential to occur within the BSA, and two were determined to have
a low potential to occur within the BSA. For two of the special-status wildlife species that were determined
to have a moderate potential to occur, least Bell’s vireo and yellow warbler, this designation is only
applicable to the riparian corridor located approximately 220 feet northwest of the Project site. This is also
true for the two special-status wildlife species that were determined to have a low potential to occur,
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southwestern willow flycatcher and western yellow-billed cuckoo. Due to the high level of disturbance in
the vicinity of the Project site and because the riparian corridor is adjacent to Crown Valley Parkway, a
heavily trafficked street, it is anticipated that Project activities would not have any significant impact on
special-status species that could potentially occur within the riparian corridor.

The Project site has the potential to support nesting migratory birds protected under the federal
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The buildings, structures, and landscape vegetation present within the Project
site provide suitable nesting substrate for multiple species of songbirds and raptors. ECORP recommends
that all vegetation clearing, and ground disturbance activities be conducted outside of the nesting bird
season (typically February 1 through August 31 for raptors and March 15 through August 31 for the
majority of migratory bird species). If vegetation clearing activities and/or ground disturbance activities
cannot be conducted outside of the nesting bird season, nesting bird surveys should be conducted by a
qualified avian biologist within the Project site plus a 500-foot buffer (if feasible) prior to the start of
construction (within three days prior to construction). If nesting bird surveys are required to be
conducted, they should include all songbirds and raptors, including the special-status bird species that
were determined to have a moderate or low potential to occur within the riparian corridor. If an active
nest is identified during the survey, the biologist shall establish an appropriately sized disturbance limit
buffer around the nest using flagging or staking. Construction activities shall not occur within any
disturbance limit buffer zones until the nest is deemed inactive by the qualified biologist.

The City is not a participating entity of the NCCP/HCP. The Project site is not located in any USFWS
designated critical habitat and no jurisdictional waters were observed to be present within the Project site.

Landscaping vegetation and ornamental trees present within the Project site have the potential to be
protected under Section 9-1-92.3, Subsections A through H of the City of Laguna Niguel Municipal Code.
ECORP recommends that all landscape vegetation and ornamental trees be protected to the extent
possible during construction activities. If it is determined that significant existing trees cannot be
protected, the City may require replacement with new specimen-size trees having a cumulative trunk
diameter of up to two times the cumulative trunk diameter of the trees to be removed. If Project activities
require the removal of landscape vegetation that would put the Project in violation of the City ordinance
requirements, then replacement landscaping vegetation may be warranted.
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Photo 5: Project Site Overview, Facing Northwest

Photo 6: Project Site Overview, Facing Northeast
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